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Our Nation’s Healthcare Hypocrisy
[bookmark: _Hlk511595965]	Hundreds of thousands of people have died in this country, for no other reason than that they did not have health insurance (Cecere). The United States uses a health care system called multi-payer health care. In the multi-payer healthcare structure, individuals choose between competing insurance companies. This system is looked down upon by many other governments in the industrialized world. The United States and Mexico are the only two countries of the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) that do not have universal healthcare (OECD). Many other countries have adopted a universalized single payer system. A single payer system is where there is only one public agency that finances healthcare through alternative means, such as taxes, while not aiming to make a profit. This allows for cheaper and more accessible medical treatment for a country’s population. Sixty-two percent of bankruptcies declared every year in the United States, are caused by medical bills (Himmelstein). In addition, almost seventy-eight percent of these are from people who are insured (Himmelstein). The United States of America should adopt a universal healthcare policy to be both morally sound and fiscally responsible. 
	Universal healthcare is a system with boundless moral potential for improving the everyday American’s life and health. In 2009, the Harvard Gazette cited a study by The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC),  that assessed death rates after taking into account education, income, and many other factors, including smoking, drinking, and obesity. The CDC study estimated that lack of health insurance causes 44,789 excess deaths annually (Cecere). This number is a travesty. This figure is up 27,000 from 2002 (Cecere). According to a Commonwealth Fund supported study, the United States ranked last on a list of 16 wealthy countries in preventable mortality (Commonwealth Fund). Preventable mortality is the number of deaths for which the underlying cause is avoidable. As an individual who has suffered from a serious disease, the cost of healthcare is a dominate part of my life.  Over twenty-five percent of my yearly income is taken by insurance premiums and co-pays.  I have been in support groups where my friends have had to make the decision on whether to buy food or the medicine that will let them digest it. In a study by the Kaiser Family Foundation, twenty-six percent of Americans report that they or a family member have had trouble paying for medical bills in 2012 and fifty-eight percent reported they did not immediately seek medical attention due to the high cost of said care (Kaiser Family Foundation). According to a document signed by the United States in 1948 while writing the basis of what would become the Geneva Conventions, healthcare is considered a universal and human right (United Nations). The United Nations recognizes withholding of basic medical needs an act not in accordance with their beliefs. America was one of the founding members of the United Nations in 1945. America will not allow a foreign power to let their prisoners of war go without treatment but has no issues letting their own citizens die for such insignificant reasons. This is both incredibly senseless and hypocritical. As a nation that states that we are the greatest in the world we should treat our citizens with the same consideration that we hold other countries to.
	The United States of America should use a universal healthcare system for moral reasons, and for financial reasons as well. After the adoption of the new system, the country could lower its average spending on healthcare by $592 billion dollars and over $1.8 trillion in the following decade due to lowered administrative and drug costs (Friedman).  In addition, the following graph from the LA Times shows that the United States pays almost three times on healthcare as the average of other countries with comparable incomes.[image: ]
Source:  Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development.   (L.A. Times Graphics)
Not only is there the direct cost of healthcare there are additional costs as well. In a report by the Institute of Medicine report, the uninsured costs the U.S. economy 65-130 billion a year because of poor health and premature deaths (Future Survey). Our government spends roughly $262 billion annually denying medical claims (Sandborn). The US Government spends money actively denying healthcare claims. There are around three trillion dollars in claim-associated-costs filed every year and about nine percent of those are initially denied (Sandborn). Of that nine percent denied, every claim has to be looked over by people who are paid to do nothing else. Of the claims that are reassessed, there is only a sixty-four percent success rate and only twenty-nine percent of those result in reimbursement (Sandborn). Overall universal healthcare will save the country billions in the long run. If we used the billions spent in administrative costs for denying claims it would help to offset the costs of providing universal health care.  There would be a substantial increase in our economy as well due to a living healthier workforce.
	Despite the overwhelming amount of both factual data and moral arguments for universal healthcare, there are some who do not understand why we need it as a nation or those that outright oppose it. There are many members of the government who even protest the adoption of a universal health care system. Most people against universal healthcare end up citing these three basic grounds of denial.  The first argument is the system is far too expensive. While a tax increase is necessary for universal healthcare to function as the system stands today; that does not mean that healthcare will cost more for the average American. In fact, monthly spending will drastically fall because of the expense that those are paying for their healthcare a month greatly outweighs the tax increase on their wages. We spend so much on co-pays, premiums, and [image: ]prescriptions that we could be saving hundreds a month (Moore). 
	
	The second argument is that the quality of healthcare will diminish. Our healthcare is not the top care amongst industrialized nations. We rank below thirty other countries worldwide because we do not have universal healthcare. Countries with universal healthcare have a longer life expectancy for its populace than we do. Our average life expectancy is only 79 years compared to the 80 or more years that countries such as Japan, Canada, and Chile have as shown to the left in the graph Countries with longest life expectancy, 2015 (La Times).

	
	The third argument is that because of increased access to healthcare more people will seek medical attention that do not require it. This argument uses the example that after the poor populace in Portland, Oregon started to receive Medicaid that emergency visits went up forty percent (Taubman). This is not due to the populace seeking unnecessary medical attention; this is however a byproduct of the populace no longer having to fear thousands of dollars of debt due to a non-lethal injury. Many people do not seek medical attention they need as stated by the thousands that die of preventable and treatable illness every year in this nation. Most citizens have been in the tough situation of worrying if they or their loved one can afford treatment. People are more willing to seek the medical attention that they require when there is not a threat of debt behind it.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]	In conclusion, to quote the document we hold all other countries accountable of: “Good health is essential to human welfare and to sustained economic and social development” (World Health Organization). While some politicians may be skeptical the Universal Healthcare System is something this nation not only wants but desperately needs. The United States of America should adopt a universal health care policy to be both morally sound and fiscally responsible. The adoption of this system would not only save thousands of lives and make the everyday American’s life easier, but it will also save the average American immense amounts of money annually. Universal healthcare is not only the fiscal choice, but it is the moral one as well. There would be less US citizens who would be afraid to visit their doctor or afraid that their illnesses would bankrupt them. No more individuals who must give up more than half of their paychecks to be able to afford the medication they need to survive. We even as a nation have set this standard for others. In 1948 the United States signed the United Nations Universal Declarations of Human Rights. It stated that “everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and wellbeing of one’s self and one’s family including… medical care” (United Nations). While we have this unfair system, we set the standards for other countries to have healthcare as a right and not a privilege. Life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness are supposed to be our American rights. When did our lives become a privilege and not a right. Healthcare should not be about profit for big corporation. It deserves the same place in our society that we give our military, police force, and fire department as basic rights that all people can rely upon. Healthcare is not a luxury like an iPhone or a new sports car. It is a necessity for all people. Every person relies on healthcare in their lives. I hope that soon we, as one nation, make the right choice to help our neighbors and stand up for all Americans in this fight for our right to live. As it is, the United Nations states that by 2030 all of it’s members must have a Universal Healthcare system. It is time our nation stops worrying about the initial cost of a universal healthcare system and starts to worry about the 45,000 people each year that pay with their lives. 
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